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Masterpiece in the Fine Arts Department :
The Scripture Cabinet Decorated with Floral
Figures of Ears of Rice,

Wat Serng Wai Craftsmanship

The Buddhist scripture cabinet, decorated with floral figures of paddy ears and lion-shaped legs,
was finely executed by a craft master of Wat Serng Wai in the Ayutthaya Period (17th - TSlh century
AD). The cabinet was once kept at Wat Sa Ket, Thonburi Province, and was later brought to the National
Library on September 25, 1922 during the reign of King Rama VII. The cabinet was fashioned in Thai
traditional style, with wide base, tapering body, slightly curved edges looking like a junk, representing
a diagnostic Ayutthaya architectural style.

The masterly attribute of this cabinet is its decorative designs in the form of elegant figures of
paddy ears; it is the only cabinet of the same sort that was meticulously decorated with a series of
floral motifs as the main decorative figures. Interspersed with the elaborate figures of paddy ears are
vivid figures of a variety of animals in motion. The decorative figures of animals look lively as though
they are real animals. There are also figures of mythical animals decorated on the cabinet. This
finely decorated cabinet has been highly valued and served as a source and teacher of fine arts for

generations of people.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit
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